Collins

English for Exams

R |
-~
,/ 1 £ /f}/\ L ‘;.:'\' i)
\ \
NN \ W '

Els Van Geyte




HarperCollins Publishers
77-85 Fulham Palace Road
Hammersmith

London Wé 8JB

First edition 2011
Reprint109876543210

© HarperCollins Publishers 2011
ISBN 978-0-00-742327-9

Collins ® is a registered trademark of HarperCollins
Publishers Limited.

www.collinselt.com

A catalogue record for this book is available from the
British Library.

Typeset in India by Aptara
Printed in Italy by LEGO SpA, Lavis (Trento)

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior
permission in writing of the Publisher. This book is sold
subject to the conditions that it shall not, by way of trade
or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise
circulated without the publisher’s prior consent in any
form of binding or cover other than that in which it is
published and without a similar condition including this
condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

About the author

Els Van Geyte has been teaching at the English

for International Students Unit at the University

of Birmingham (UK)] for over 10 years, preparing

her students for the IELTS exam and for the linguistic
demands of their academic courses.

Author’s acknowledgements

| would like to mention Tasia Vassilatou, whose
editorial skills and diplomatic feedback have been
much appreciated. Thank you also to Howard Middle,
who managed this project, to Celia and Catherine at
HarperCollins, and to my first readers: Liz, Emma, John
and Becky.

| would like to dedicate this book to John and Becky

McCarthy, whose continual support has been invaluable.

HarperCollins would like to acknowledge the following contributors
for material used in this publication courtesy of nisyndication.com:

Spouses to receive more upon death of partner / Lauren Thompson /
The Times; Still heading ‘home’ for Christmas? / Anna Shephard /
The Times; Grandparents seek contact with grandchildren after
family separation / Rosemary Bennett / The Times; Stress-free
sleepovers / Sarah Ebner / The Times; Clueless parents fail the

first aid test / Alexandra Frean / The Times; Increasing obesity
pushes diabetes drug bill to £600m / Sam Lister / The Times; Rising
school fees mean it's best to save now / Clare Francis / The Times;
Education: Solving the special needs schools crisis / Zoe Brennan /
The Times; Student anger and university delight greet unlimited
fees / Greg Hurst and Joanna Sugden / The Times; Misery for
parents as nursery fees are set to rise by 15% / Rosemary

Bennett / The Times; It's the scary tea shop: one dunk and you're
out / Alan Hamilton / The Times; Envirowise shows way to profit
from environment care / Michelle Henery / The Times; Underwater
archaeology: alien environment can sink the experts / Lewis

Smith / The Times; Tow-surfing: why are the tides turning on us?/
John-Paul Flintoff / The Times; Hot rocks harnessed in Cornwall /
Ben Marlow / The Times; Poor NHS communication leaves elderly
at risk of superbugs / David Rose / The Times; Body language
speaks volumes / Carol Lewis / The Times; Monkey-friendly tunes
shed new light on evolutionary role of music / Mark Henderson /
The Times; Scot leads way in language at touch of a button / Kenny
Kemp / The Times; Scientist discovers animal language / Jonathan
Leake / The Times; Smarter than we think / Jonathan Leake and
Georgia Warren / The Times; The kids’ experiment / Sam Lister /
The Times; Scientists say dolphins should be treated as ‘non-
human persons’ / Jonathan Leake / The Sunday Times; Me Jane:
Meet the real queen of the jungle / Jo Harvey / The Sunday Times;
Air travel hit as volcano hurls up new ash cloud / Jonathan Leake /
The Times; Iceland’s Eyjafjallajokull volcano roars back into life

with new eruption / Hannah Devlin / The Times; A year abroad can
make all the difference in job market / Joanna Sugden / The Times;
How to fast-track yourself into a job / David Malcolm / The Sunday
Times; Good University Guide 2010: Keep the faith - a degree is still
a passport to better job prospects / Alexandra Frean / The Times;
Jilted generation has all the icing - but no cake / Ben Machell /

The Times; One in six young Britons jobless as unemployment hits
14-year high / Tom Bawden and Marcus Leroux / The Times; Why it's
best to marry in your twenties / Andrew G. Marchall, Liam Plowman,
Lucy MacDonald / The Times; Community spirit adds value to your
home / Emma Wells / The Times; Prince of Wales backs Street Pride
campaign to protect public spaces / Valerie Elliott / The Times; That's
the community spirit / Lucy Denyer / The Times; You want my vote?
Here's what | want in return / Siobhan Maguire / The Times; Will you
love your neighbours? / Robert Bullard / The Times; Is high culture
too pricey? Not at all / Richard Morrison / The Times; Cut-out-and-
keep guide to saving the arts / Bryan Appleyard / The Times; Why
watching TV won't turn your baby into a genius / Helen Rumbelow /
The Times; Is this a carbuncle | see before me? / Tom Dyckhoff /
The Times; The different ways the world counts / Alex Bellos / The
Times; Cyclists fuming over ‘worse than useless’ bicycle lanes / Cian
Ginty / The Times; Little and large a lethal combination: The growing
popularity of "Chelsea tractors™? / Ben Webster / The Times;
Briefing: Tourist tax / Colin Gleeson / The Times; Chinese come in
search of history, culture and luxury shopping / Dominic Walsh / The
Times; Tourists shun travel agents to book direct / Jeremy
Skidmore / The Times; 'World's shortest flight' can ferry pupils to
school in less than a minute / Melanie Reid / The Times; Pick up a
Picasso for less than £1,000 / Mark Bridge / The Times; Mine rescue
on verge of breakthrough / Martin Fletcher / The Times; Nicked

by the mini robot in the sky / Emma Smith / The Times; Soaring
CCTV cameras are ‘costly, futile, and politically motivated’ / Lindsay
MclIntosh / The Times



Contents

Unit

10

1

12

Title Topic
Introduction

Family matters

Healthcare

Getting an Education
education

Water Nature and the

environment

Non-verbal clues
Scientists at work
The job market

finances
Twenty-somethings Youth

Community spirit

On the move Holidays and
travel

Cultural Culture and

differences modern society

Practice test
Answer key

Family and
relationships

Health and fithess

Language and
communication

Science and
technology

Employment and

People and places

Exam focus

Matching headings

Completing tables and
diagrams

Answering short-answer
questions

Matching sentence endings

Answering multiple-choice
questions

Completing sentences and
diagram labels

Completing notes, summaries
and flow charts

Identifying information;
Answering true/false/not
given questions

Matching information

Identifying writers’ views or
claims;

Answering yes/no/not given
questions

Matching features

Page number
4

8

16

24

34

42

50

60

68

78
86

94

102
114



Introduction

Who is this book for?

Reading for IELTS will prepare you for the IELTS Academic Reading test whether you are taking
the test for the first time, or re-sitting the test. It has been written for learners with band score
5-5.5 who are trying to achieve band score 6 or higher.

The structured approach and comprehensive answer key have been designed so that you can
use the materials to study on your own. However, the book can also be used as a supplementary
reading skills course for IELTS preparation classes. The book provides enough material for
approximately 50 hours of classroom activity.

Content

Reading for IELTS is divided into 12 units. Each unit focuses on a topic area that you are likely to
meet in the IELTS exam. This helps you to build up a bank of vocabulary and ideas related to a
variety of the topics. As in the IELTS test, the texts are taken from authentic sources. These may
contain narratives, logical arguments, descriptions or discussions. Some of texts contain visuals.

Units 1-11 cover the types of question that you will see in the IELTS test. Each unit focuses
on a particular type of question, for example, matching questions, short-answer questions,
completion questions, multiple choice, questions asking you to identify information or identify
writers’ views or claims.

The exercises in the unit are relevant to the test. The aims listed at the start of each unit specify
the key skills, techniques and language covered in the unit. You work towards Unit 12, which
provides a final practice IELTS Reading test.

Additionally, the book provides examination strategies telling you what to expect and how best to
succeed in the test. Exam information is presented in clear, easy-to-read chunks. ‘Exam tips’ in
each unit highlight essential exam techniques and can be rapidly reviewed at a glance.

Unit structure
Each of the first 11 units is divided into 3 parts.

Part 1 introduces vocabulary related to the topic, often in the context of short texts. There are a
range of exercises to help you to understand and use the vocabulary. The focus is on strategies
and activities that are useful in the context of reading skills, for example working out the
meaning of unknown words through the meaning of word components, or by examining word
forms. The vocabulary is presented using Collins COBUILD dictionary definitions.

Part 2 provides information and practice on the task types you will come across in the IELTS
Reading test. An explanation on each task type is followed by exercises of increasing difficulty.
These exercises give you the opportunity to practise the skills that are needed to complete the
task, and they help you to develop strategies for completing these tasks in the test. For example,
in the unit about completing notes, and summaries, you develop strategies such as predicting
what words may be missing by using your knowledge of grammar. You can then use this strategy
when sitting the test.

Part 3 provides exam practice which focuses on the task that you practised in the unit. There is
a text with questions. The number of questions is similar to the number in the actual test for the
particular task type. You can use this as a way of assessing your readiness for the actual exam.



